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Fresh out of medical college, I started my Practice way back in 1980 at a remote village, Akale,
near Chiplun in Konkan region. Even today, in 2017, this village and adjoining localities lack
adequate basic connectivity in terms of Electricity, Water, Roads, Public Transport and
Communication. To say the least, one can only imagine the plight of villagers in earlier years. Loss
of lives was common, as patients would be deprived of timely medical attention & help. To make
things worse, villagers would suffer acute financial crisis as 'Money Orders' received from
relatives working in Mumbai as Girni Kamgars and Pensions would be the prime source of
livelihood.

In such precarious sitautions, I along with my wife (also a Doctor, who joined me after initial years) started practice and
within no time, patients ranging from Pregnacies till Snake/Scorpio bites started pouring in. This area is notoriously
famous for Ultra Poisonous Scorpios which gives very little time & margin of error for Doctor to diagnose and act.

Dr. Natu sensed the need of the hour and took active initiatives along with Haffkine Institute to develop an effective
vaccine on Snake/Scorpio bites.Iam using this vaccine since the times it was available for Rs. 18, it is now available for Rs.
604, time flies & how. It has been a long journey, I have been able to serve innumerable patients, resulting in saving
precious lives.

With immense satisfaction, I owe my sincere gratitude towards Haffkine Institute, Mumbai.

Dr. Ravindra Chavan, Chiplun (Dist. Ratnagiri) - +91 9921044909
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