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Mumbat: Scientists from the
Haffkine Research Institute,
along with the state’s medical
education_department, are
set to conduct a multi-centre
clinical trial to test the use of

vaceine BCG to

Haffkine, state plan
clinical trials of
BCG to treat Covid

Hospitals, doctors
criticise ambiguity
on use of plasma

L'VEl'Bl city doctors and ho-

spitals have condemned
the BMC and the state gover-

treat Covid-19. While multi-
ple trials the world over, in-
cluding one by the Indian Co-
uncil of Medical Research
(ICMR), are looking at the
vaccine’s efficacy to prevent
the coronavirus disease, this
trial will evaluate whether it
cantreat the infection.

The 121-year-old Parel in-
stitute’s trial Is intended for
patients who are moderately
111 with Covid-19 and 1s likely

fvﬂrm?mww T HEr % ¥,80,3%¢

3,00,000

2,9¢,¢00

5,45

8,340

tobecarried out in small bat-
ches. It will be conducted at
staterun medical colleges
and has already been appro-
ved by the stateand the insti-
tutional ethics committees.
Confirming this, MED secre-
tary DrSanjay Mukherjee sa-
1d, D

Control General of India’s
nod to begin work. There sa

lot of speculation around

nment over on
theuseof plasmato treat Cov-
1d patientsand the delay in fI-
Xing protocols. While 17 critl-
cal patients in varioushospit-
alsaresaidtobeeligibletore-
cefve plasma, civicrun BYL
Nair Hospital, which has ni-
ne units of Iit, has refused to
share them citing rules. P2

BCG and whether it has any
Impact on Covid-19, We will
assess if oneshotof BCG can
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He safd the state 1s aware
thatthe ldeaof usingBCGas
a therapy could raise a fow
eyebrows, but there Isreason
to belleve it could work. BCG
1s widely given to infants and
neonates to provent tubercu-
Tous meningitis.

»-Some docs doubtful, P3
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Mumbal: The city on Wednesday rea

hed the landmark of conducting one
jakh Covid-19 tests since the virus arri-
Vved here on March 11. The state has done
Rlmost 2 lakh tests (see box), with the
public laboratories doing more than the
privatelabs ason Tuesday.

An analysis of the tests shows Mum-
bal's positivity rate now stands at 10%,
mdmuve of asteady rise, since the 3%

Apri]
Ed 106% 1n mid-Apri. In the first woek
pf April, the city had fewer than 800 ca-
5. On Wednesday, the count of positive
pasesstood at 10,714

Rampmgnulnenng Inablgway, near-
y 4,000 samples: W processed every
fiay through six pumlc soctor and 11 pri-
lvate labs in Mumbal, said the civic aut-
horities. It had started with fewer than
00 tests a day, mostly in Kasturba Hospl-
jal. Testing facilitles are now run at
KEM Hospltal, Haffkine Institute, and

" fheNational Institute L0 Researenifi Re-

City completes 1lakh Covid-I9 tests
in less than 2 months since first case

GOVT LABS LEAD IN STATE

SAMPLES TESTED IN 1 L
STATE AS ON TUESDAY ' L,

Samples tested
in private labs |

92152 | 89594

productive Health. BMC pays Rs 3,500 to
the private labs to process samples co-
ming through thecorporation.

In the state, 52 labs are conducting

- tvate

labs approved by the ICMR. As on Tues-

day, the public 1abs were testing more
samples,

Dr Sanjay Mukherjee, medical edu-
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cation secretary, sald the department
hasaddndanewlabommrya]mwmry
day n the past month.
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day has 58 laboratories and three CBNA

AT laboratories. It leads In testing (n In-

dia, tn number of labs, number of tests

and testingeapacity perday,” hesald.
Thestate-runJ.
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1y got a RT-PCR machine from the NRS‘
hik-based Datar Cancer Genetics with a

b g
will mmpupmsnngmnnlgwayl/\smn
cer Vinita Singal, wi the

functioning of JJ, seld 1t 18 testing 450
samples, up from the previous 200, “By
May 12, that machine should be able to
function In full capacity,” sald Mukher-
Jee. The JJ lab will focus on samples co-
mingfrom the MMR reglon as they have
limited capacity and resources.
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IGMR approves
four |:glli'e testing

They are Kokilaben
Hospital, InfeXn Lab,
Sir JJ Hospital and
Haffkine Institute

| Chaltanya.Marpak;
@itimesgroup.com

TWEETS @chalMIRROR

he Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research (ICMR) on
Wednesday gave permis-
sian to start four more
testing centres (two each at
private and public facilities), taking
the total number in the city 1o 11
With this, officials said, around
1,000 samples can now be tested
per day.
Mumbai has recorded 62 Covid-
19 cases so far with the number
increasing every day. But so far
testing was only taking place at
Kasturba Hospital, where most
patients are being treated, and KEM
Hospital.
However, there will be no walk-

war

in testing at any of the private labs.
The BMC will give the list of sus-
pected patients 1o these labs, The
labs will then collect the samples
from hames o the quarantine cen-
tres where the suspects have been
asked to stay.

The latest facilities 1o be given
permission are: Kokilaben
Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital
Laboratory (Andheri) and InfeXn
Laboratories (Thane), both private;
and Sir ]| Hospital and the Haffkine
Institute. This takes the total num-
ber of testing centres to 11, includ-
ing four public.

“The ICMR had on Sunday issucd
permissions to HN Reli

and Thyrocare. Officials

private labs have been informed
that they will have to procure test-
ing kits that conform to the stand-
ands specified by the National
Institute of Virology, Pune, on their
own.
Until recently, Kasturba Gandhi
Hospital at Chinchpokli was the
only hospital in Mumbai author-
ised 1o test for Covid-19. It con-

ing centre,

lower capacity. With peivate hospi-
tals and labs set to begin resting,
Mumbai could soon be conducting
1,500 tests daily. Across the coun-
try, 112 government laboratories
were authorised 1o test as of March
24. Together, these labs have the
capacity to conduct 9,000 tests a
day. The cost of the test has been

capped at Rs 4,500,

Screening underway at
For

Despite having the
highest number of cases in the
country, only 100 tests were being
carried out at Kasturba per day.
KEM gets around 30 samples a day,
1t can conduct a maximum of 150

tests per day.

Officials said Kasturba doesn’t
have enough staff to conduct tests,
According to them, there are just
six technicians working round the
dock. Doctors from the microbiol-
ogy department of Nai spital
have been roped in; they work 16
hours a day.

The ICMR, which had last week
approved 72 laboratories across the
country, announced on Wednesday
that 49 more are being added 1o
the list. The additional laboratories
operate under the acgis of the
Council of Scientific & Industrlal
Research, the Department of
Blotechnology, and the Defence
Research & Development
s

‘® Suburban Diagnostics
@ Metropolis Healthcare
@ Sir HN Reliance

An official said each test takes
three hours, If the first sample is
positive, a confirmation test is con-
ducted. “The main requirement is
that of primers and probes. A palr
of primers is used to hybridise with
the sample DNA. A probe, on the
other hand, is used to search for
the virus DNA sequence. We have
enough supplies of primers, but
not enough probes. Probes are
being Imported. S0 even if we set
up more testing centres, we will fal
short of probes,” he said.

The official said each probe
costs around Rs 55,000, and it can
used for around 100 tests. “So
allowing private labs to carry out
these tests s also not 5o feasible.
‘We are trying 1o ensure that we do
targeted testing and we are follow-
ing the WHO's protocol. There is
no point in carrying out random
testing since a person can be
asymplomatic up to 14 days.”
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